
 

 

FINDING of NO PRACTICABLE ALTERNATIVE 

 

PROPOSED ACTION 

The proposed action is to Clear mesquite forest to comply with airfield safety criteria.  

 

PURPOSE and NEED for PROPOSED ACTION 

Clear approximately 7 acres of mesquite forest on the west side of Runway 16/34.  Establish 
native grasses in the cleared, 7 acre area. The purpose of the proposed action is to clear a stand 
of trees and brush approximately 860 feet west of the runway 16/34 centerline near the southern 
glide slope antenna and shelter.  These trees violate the runway primary surface and transitional 
surface, which are obstruction surfaces established by 14 CFR Part 77, Subpart C, Section 77.28 
and the lateral clear zone established by UFC 3-260-01, Airfield and Heliport Planning and 
Design.  These trees are classified as an exemption (Obstruction #FNWZ005E) in accordance 
with the above UFC paragraph 1-4.1 due to the fact that the airfield was established with a 1500' 
primary surface (750' on either side of the runway centerline) with later standards increasing the 
surface to 2000'.  These trees appear to have been allowed to remain because the area is in a 
flood zone and there is a designated wetland nearby. While only in extreme emergencies would 
aircraft stray 860' from the runway, trees in this area would add additional risk to what would 
already be a catastrophic mishap in progress.  

  

LOCATION of the PROPOSED ACTION 

The proposed location of the action would be Dyess AFB west of runway 16/34, which is located 
at or near wetlands or 100-year floodplains.   

 

ALTERNATIVES 

No-Action Alternative 

Under the no action alternative, the trees would remain in place and continue to not bring the 
airfield up to present safety standards.  While the likelihood of an aircraft striking the trees is 
unlikely, the results of such an occurrence would be catastrophic.  Therefore it would seem the 
cost of removing the trees and maintaining prescribed clearances would be the best course of 
action. 

CONCLUSION 

In reference to the floodplain, the removal of existing trees at the south end of Landing Zone 
16/34A should not have an adverse effect on the flood plain in which there are located. 
 
STATEMENT of NO PRACTICABLE ALTERNATIVE 

Pursuant to Executive Orders 11990 Wetlands Management and 11988 Floodplains 
Management, the authority delegated to me in Secretary of the Air Force Order 791.1, and taking 
the above information into account, I have determined that there is no practicable alternative to 
this action and that the proposed action includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to the 
wetland floodplain environments.  

 

__________________________________                                                  _________________ 

GARY D. CHESLEY, Colonel, USAF         Date 

Deputy Director, Installations and Mission Support  


