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Retiree Spring Gala Coming May 18
CMSgt (Ret) Clarence (Chuck) Watson, Director, RAO

The Spring Gala, formerly the Military Retiree Ball, will be held in May 18, 2002 at the Heritage Club on Dyess, with Social hour at 6:00 p.m. and dinner at 7:00 p.m.  This event is open to all active and retired military, DoD civilians, family and friends.

Maj Gen (Chap) Gerald E. Marsh (Ret), will be the guest speaker.  He was a former chaplain here at Dyess. 

Tickets are only $15 per person and are available by calling the RAO office at 696-4980.  Plan now for this great occasion in May.  See you there!  

DoD Looking To Increase Medical Cooperation With VA 

By Sgt. 1st Class Kathleen T. Rhem, USA American Forces Press Service 

The Defense Department is looking to build "a mutually beneficial partnership" with the Department of Veterans Affairs to minimize both organizations' health care costs.
"As we face the threat of terrorism, it is more important than ever that we ensure effective coordination and cooperation with other federal agencies and organizations with necessary expertise," Dr. Bill Winkenwerder said in prepared remarks to Congress.
The doctor is the assistant secretary of defense for health affairs. He testified March 13 before the Personnel Subcommittee of the Senate Armed Services Committee on medical issues in President Bush's fiscal 2003 budget request. The administration seeks $20.9 billion for the military health system.
Organizations "with necessary expertise" especially include the VA and Department of Health and Human Services, Winkenwerder said. DoD hopes that a partnership with the VA "optimizes the use of resources and infrastructure to improve access to quality health care and increase the cost-effectiveness of each department's operations," he said.
The two departments currently have eight joint ventures around the country providing coordinated health care to both VA and DoD medical care beneficiaries. "However, all of these agreements are not fully utilized," Winkenwerder told the committee members.
He said the fiscal 2003 budget request lays out several concrete short-term goals: 

· Establish solid business procedures for reimbursement of services. 

· Improve access to health care through VA participation in TRICARE. 

· Examine joint opportunities in pharmaceuticals. 

· Make it easier for DoD and VA to exchange health care information. 

· Establish a "long-range joint strategic planning activity" between the two agencies. 

DoD officials expect to be able to transmit computerized patient medical record data to the VA by fiscal 2005, Winkenwerder said.
"The focus of our efforts is to move the relationship with the VA from one of sharing to a proactive partnership that meets the missions of both agencies while benefiting the service members, veteran and taxpayer," he said. 
The assistant secretary also outlined force health protection and medical readiness issues covered in the budget request. "The terrorist acts of last fall placed us on a war footing and escalated the urgency of our need for preparedness," Winkenwerder told the senators.
He said DoD is working to develop investigational new drug protocols and guidelines for smallpox and botulinum toxoid vaccines, and pyridostigmine bromide, or PB, tablets, which are used to counteract the effects of nerve agents. Experts, he added, are also examining the use of the anthrax vaccine and antibiotics as a post-exposure preventive measure -- a technique used after the anthrax attacks loosed in the U.S. mail last year. (
TRICARE Retiree Dental Plan 

Shawn Bostad 
Delta Dental Plan of California 
Marketing Representative

The TRICARE Retiree Dental (TRDP) Program--the only dental benefits program authorized by the government for Uniformed Services retirees--will soon be moving into its fourth year.  The TRDP, which is administered by Delta Dental Plan of California in partnership with the U.S. Department of Defense, offers affordable dental benefits to retirees of the uniformed services and their family members throughout the 50 United States, the District of Columbia, Canada and the U.S. territories of Puerto Rico, Guam, the U.S. Virgin Islands, American Samoa and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands.  

Over 600,000 people are currently enrolled in the TRDP, which allows subscribers to obtain covered services from any licensed dentist within the service area and to further limit their out-of-pocket costs when using any one of about 25,000 DeltaSelect USA Network dentists.  

In October 2000, the TRDP added coverage for cast crowns, bridges, full and partial dentures, orthodontia and dental accidents to its basic package of preventive and restorative services.  These changes make the TRDP one of the most complete and competitively priced dental plans available outside of a traditional, employer-sponsored program.  

Those interested in more information about the TRDP, including eligibility and enrollment, may visit the TRDP web site at www.ddpdelta.org or call toll-free 1 (888) 838-8737.  (   

TRICARE Prime Beneficiaries Referred For Specialty Care May Be Eligible For Travel Reimbursement  

Air Force Retiree News

TRICARE Prime beneficiaries referred more than 100 miles from their primary care manager for specialty care may be eligible to have their actual travel expenses reimbursed by TRICARE. 
Under provisions of the 2001 National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA), travel reimbursement is retroactive to Oct. 30, 2000, for Prime enrollees who are referred more than 100 miles from their primary care manager's office for medically necessary specialty care. 
To qualify for reimbursement, beneficiaries must have travel orders for past referred specialty care prepared by a TRICARE representative at the military treatment facility (MTF) where enrolled, or from a regional lead agent representative, if their primary care manager (PCM) is a civilian provider. 
The MTF or regional lead agent representative is responsible for ensuring that a valid referral exists before issuing travel orders. To file a travel reimbursement claim, beneficiaries should submit the appropriate original receipts (keeping copies for themselves), a completed reimbursement form, and the original copy of their orders issued by the MTF or lead agent. 
Beneficiaries may receive reimbursement after completing and submitting these items. 
The new Prime enrollee travel entitlement does not apply to travel expenses incurred by active duty uniformed services members, active duty family members residing with their sponsors overseas, or to travel costs of beneficiaries referred under DoD specialized treatment programs, which are reimbursed by other travel entitlements; nor does it apply to transportation expenses resulting from emergency care covered under the basic TRICARE Standard benefit. 
TRICARE Prime beneficiaries seeking reimbursement for travel expenses incurred for obtaining referred specialty care may contact their local MTF or lead agent beneficiary counseling and assistance coordinator (BCAC) for assistance. Telephone numbers and addresses for BCACs are available on the TRICARE Web site at (http://www.tricare.osd.mil/tricare/beneficiary/BCACDirectory.htm)
The 2002 NDAA, signed into law by President Bush on Dec. 28, 2001, authorizes travel orders and reimbursement for one non-medical attendant, under certain conditions. TRICARE Prime enrollees who travel with a non-medical attendant should save travel and lodging receipts for themselves and the non-medical attendant. The new non-medical attendant travel benefit will be implemented in the next several weeks and will be retroactive to Dec. 28, 2001. Specific details of the non-medical attendant travel benefit will be available soon at http://www.tricare.osd.mil (
Golf Course Schedule 

Lt Col (Ret) Frank Crites            RAO Staff Coordinator

The Mesquite Grove Golf Course has posted the following schedule of events for 2002 (8:00 a.m. unless noted): 

April 13 – 14/ T-times:  Dyess Golf Assoc. (DGA) Master Pick-A-Pro

April 21, May 12, June 17: Airman’s Golf Day

April 20:  Two Person Best Ball Tournament

May 18-19:  DGA Military Retired Tournament

May 24/ 9:00 p.m.:  Night Golf/Memorial Day Weekend Event

June 4-6: Junior Golf “U.S. Kids Golf

June 7:  Busted Putter 

Jun 15-16/T-times: DGA British Open Pick-A-Pro

Call or visit the MGGC for times and dates of these and other events.  Clubs are available for rent at $5.00 per day.

Hours of Operation for MCGC:  Monday – Closed (except for holidays); Tues – Fri 7:30 a.m. – Sunset; Sat, Sun, & holidays – 7:30 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. (
Sampson AFB Veterans Assoc., Inc. Search

By Chip Phillips, Acting Exec Secretary SAFBVA

Searching for all former Basic Trainees, Special Schools-Trainees, Permanent Party, Personnel – Officers and all Enlisted Ranks of the 3650th Basic Military Wing, Sampson AFB, New York.

Please contact C. Phillips, Executive Secretary, Sampson Air Force Base Veterans Association, Inc. at (716) 633-1119, Fax (716) 633-9118, or e-mail chip34@aol.com for more information on reunions and the SAFB museum being built at the old stockade on the base. (
7 BW/RAO

425 Third Street, Ste 124

Dyess AFB, TX 79607-1525

Military Personnel Flight (MPF) Closure

Ms. Katherine Lacy                     MPF Customer Service

The MPF at Dyess will be closed from 17 – 19 July 2002 for equipment and software installation/update.  They will not issue any identifiation cards or update DEERS during this period.  

If your ID card is going to expire during this period, we recommend you come by before these dates to have the procedure processed. (
The Retired Officers Association
 

The Dyess/Abilene Chapter of the Retired Officers Association has a dinner meeting (usually at the Dyess Heritage Club )  on the third Thursday evening of each month.  WE ARE VERY ANXIOUS FOR NEW MEMBERS TO JOIN US.   If you are interested, please call:  Carl Lockett  (H) 915-692-7738, or (W) 917-676-6513 or F.A. Records  (H) 915-676-2055.  (
Still Serving (
MDG Closure or Minimally Manned Schedule

2002

DATE


WHAT




IMPACT

21 May


Squadron CC Call


Minimally Manned after 1230




Contingency Team Training

24 May 


Proposed UTE Day


Closed

27 May 


Memorial Day



Closed

14 Jun


Proposed UTE Day


Closed

18 Jun


Group CC Call


Minimally Manned after 1230

RSV Training
4-5 July 


Independence Day/


Closed

Proposed UTE Day

16 July


Squadron CC Call


Minimally Manned after 1230


Contingency Team Training

7 BW/RAO

425 Third Street 

Dyess AFB, TX 79607-1525

RAO Newsletter is edited and published quarterly by 7 BW/CVR (Retiree Activities Office), 425 Third St. Suite 124, Dyess AFB, TX 79607-1525, as an unofficial communication for military retirees in its area of responsibility.  Even though every effort has been made to assure the accuracy of the contents, guarantee of such accuracy is not made nor should it be assumed.  The information and comments do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of this office, DAFB, ACC, AMC, USAF or DOD, nor is any recommendation or endorsement made or implied.  The Dyess AFB RAO phone is (915) 696-4980.
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