
Story and photo by
Senior Airman Zachary Wilson
Dyess Public Affairs

A Dyess senior NCO was
named the 2002 Air Force Lt.
Gen. Leo Marquez award winner
in the supervisor category, one of
the Air Force’s most prestigous
maintenance awards.

Senior Master Sgt. Joel
Coppolino, 317th Aircraft
Maintenance crew chief, was
named the winner Monday, rec-
ognizing his efforts supporting
Operation Enduring Freedom,
where he also earned a Bronze
Star.

“(Senior Master Sgt.
Coppolino) is a combat leader,”
said Capt. Patty Levin, 317th
AMXS and Coppolino’s boss. “He
oversaw 545 consecutive OEF
sorties from his deployed loca-
tion, and sustained an overall 93
percent mission capable rate and
100 percent mission reliability
rate.”

“When I think of winning the
(award,) I think of the thou-
sands of hard-working, dedicat-
ed aircraft maintenance super-
visors and managers in the Air
Force,” Coppolino said. “To be
named the best of that pool is a

tremendous honor. (It’s like)
winning an ‘Oscar’ at the
Academy Awards.”

Coppolino, a 2001 Dyess
Logistics Professional of the
Year award winner in the senior

NCO category, won the presti-
gious maintenance award
because of his incredible knowl-
edge of all aircraft maintenance,
Levin said.

Coppolino’s many achieve-
ments last year range from
building up a bare base support
structure for C-130 and C-17
aircraft at a deployed location --
a first for the C-17 -- to helping
Southern Command fight the
war on drugs, resulting in 33
arrests and seizing 21 tons of
drugs valued at $1 billion, Levin
said.

But among his achievements,
Coppolino said he is most proud
of being a part of the 317th AG
deployment last year.

“We took a 30-year old fleet,
flew over 100 days at 100 per-
cent utilization and never
missed a mission,” Coppolino
said. “We transported all man-
ner of war-sustaining cargo and
troops into the most austere
airstrips imaginable. In doing
so, we helped stamp out a breed-
ing ground for terrorists, and
history will remember us for
making Afghanistan a free
nation.”

See Award, Page 9
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Best in Air Force

Senior Master Sgt. Joel
Coppolino, 317th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron, was
named the 2002 Air Force  Lt.
Gen. Leo Marquez award winner
in the supervisor category
Monday

By Senior Airman Lindsey Maurice
Dyess Public Affairs

Five Dyess medics were recently named
Air Combat Command Medical Award win-
ners for 2002.

Senior Airman Tiffany Crossley, 7th
Medical Support Squadron lab technician,
was named Outstanding Laboratory
Airman of the Year. Staff Sgt.
Christopher Sekula, 7th MDSS NCO in-
charge of specimen referrals, was named
Outstanding Laboratory NCO of the Year.
Maj. Jack Kennedy, 7th Medical Group
chief of health care integration, was named
Outstanding Health Care Integrator of the
Year. Lt. Col. Marla Buckles, 7th MDG
medical services flight commander, was
named Outstanding Advanced Nurse
Practitioner of the Year. Lt. Col. Marlin
Moore, 7th MDG life skills flight deputy
commander, was named the John C.
Flanagan Senior Psychologist of the Year.

All the award winners were astounded,
but happy they won.

“I was surprised and flattered,” Buckles
said. “It makes you feel good to be reward-
ed for the work you do.”

Crossley, who has been stationed at
Dyess for a little over a year, agreed. “It
took a day or two after I found out for it to
really sink in that I won,” she said. “I was
very surprised and excited.”

Crossley, who is also the 2002 7th MDG
Airman of the Year, has provided quality
laboratory service to more than 20,000
beneficiaries, said Staff Sgt. Jarvis Reese,
7th MDSS laboratory chemistry NCO-in
charge.

See Medics, Pages 16-17

Senior NCO named Leo Marquez winner at highest level 
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By Brig. Gen. Arthur Rooney Jr.
82nd Training Wing commander 

SHEPPARD AIR FORCE BASE, Texas --
Originally, a rut was a deep, narrow
track made in the ground by the wheels
of a cart or carriage in a roadway after
continuous use.

Today, the term is used to describe a
condition where people find themselves
doing the same tired routine in the
same uninspired way.

In James Hunter’s “The Servant,” a
favorite leadership book of mine, a char-
acter describes life’s ruts as “little more
than a coffin with the ends kicked out.”

In short, a rut is a hole. Sometimes
you’re so deep in a rut that you don’t
have the energy to climb out of it. You
may not even be able to see the way out.
Many people are content to dwell inside
their private rut. Many people blame
others for creating the rut. Some never
even realize that they are caught inside
their routine.

It takes energy to climb out of a hole.
Getting out of a rut or leaving your com-
fort zone takes more energy than stay-
ing in it. The Air Force is continuously
transforming to remain relevant today
and tomorrow. There’s no rut here.

In your personal and professional life
you might find that you’ve slipped into a
rut. The path you dreamed you’d take
has faded from view and become the
path you wish you could have taken.

Some of the signals that you’re stuck
in a rut are the feelings of helplessness,
loss of mobility and a general sense of
boredom. If you’ve lost your desire to

excel, you’re in a rut. It’s not too late. I
encourage you to seek a way out.

I challenge you to do a painfully hon-
est analysis of your current situation
and then motivate yourself. Try a new,
different, creative way of transforming a
dead ritual into a living expression of
your individuality.

Enlist others to help transform your
dead work area into an inspiring cre-
ativity center. Approach your situation
anew and challenge the general thinking
of, “that’s how we’ve always done it.”

Read a good book on management,
leadership or a hero of yours. Start a fit-
ness regimen or plant a garden. By try-
ing something new, you’ll avoid falling
into the ruts left by those who never
attempted to succeed.

Ruts form when everyone goes in the
same direction. Until you force yourself
to move up, you aren’t going anywhere,
except wherever the rut is going, and if
you don’t like that road, then you’d bet-
ter find a new track.

Don’t let your motto be “We never did
it that way before,” but rather
“Excellence in all we do.”

(Courtesy of Air Education and
Training Command News Service) 

Don’t let your motto be “We
never did it that way before,”
but rather “Excellence in all

we do.”
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Stuck in a rut?

New look for MPF?
Comments: Customer service at the

Military Personnel Flight needs a log-in
machine similar to the one at the
finance customer service area. When I
went there, the line was long and the
sign-in log was messed up. It took for-

ever to straighten the log out.
Response: I apologize for any delays and problems you

encountered when you visited the MPF customer service
section. The section is doing everything they can to mini-
mize waiting times. However, like many offices at Dyess,
they have staff members deployed and the rest are picking
up the load. We appreciate your patience and understanding
of our current operations tempo when you visit our cus-
tomer service facilities. We have researched the cost of
installing a system at the MPF similar to the one at
Finance. While purchasing this equipment is not possible
now, we will add it to the list for consideration as an end-of-
year purchase should funds become available. Also, some-
times it may appear customers are “skipped” on the list for
someone who signed in after. The customer service section
works down the sign-in log in order as much as possible, but
they only have two ID card and DEERS machines operating.
If both machines are being used, the clerk will skip to the
next customer on the list that does not need an ID card or
DEERS updates. Our great folks at the MPF continue to
monitor and streamline their operations to avoid delays as
much as possible.

The action line provides a direct line of communication
between me and the people of Dyess. It is only one of several means
of helping resolve problems and get my response to comments and
questions. As a general rule, I ask you to contact the agency
involved first, but if you are not satisfied, call 6-3355 or e-mail
action@-dyess.af.mil and leave your message. Leaving your name
and phone number ensures you will receive a personal reply by
phone.

Col. Jonathan George
7th Bomb Wing commander

There are some occasions that provide the opportunity to
reflect. The passing this week of General Robert J. Dixon
gives us pause to remember the contributions he made to the
advancement of airpower in our nation. As the commander of
Tactical Air Command, starting in 1973, General Dixon
refined the partnership between the Army and the Air Force
that became the air-land battle doctrine. Working hand-in-
hand with General William E. DePuy at the Army's Training
and Doctrine Command, the two agreed on the synergistic
roles of helicopter and fixed-wing aviation in providing fires
in support of the ground commander's scheme of maneuver.
An advocate for the development of both the A-10 and F-16,
General Dixon brought increased firepower and maneuver-
ability to the key Air Force close air support mission.
Although designed for tank battles that never occurred on the
German plains, the results of General Dixon's and General
DePuy's vision could be seen on the battlefields of DESERT
STORM and ALLIED FORCE, and can be seen in IRAQI
FREEDOM today. We salute General Dixon, honoring his
memory and his contributions to our freedom; even more, as
the airmen of today, we pledge to use our vision for the
advancement of airpower to provide the same freedoms to
those who follow in our footsteps.

Many opportunities are available to get up, go
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Two Dyess Airlifters named ‘outstanding’ in 15th AF, AMC

Story and photos by
Senior Airman 
Matthew Rosine
Dyess Public Affairs

Two Dyess airlifters were
recently selected as not only
“the best in 15th Air Force”
but also as Air Mobility
Command’s 2002

Outstanding Airmen of the
Year.

Staff Sgt. John Carew,
40th Airlift Squadron in-
structor flight engineer and
Senior Airman Nathan
Summers, 317th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron
crewchief, was named win-
ners of the awards within

less than a week of each
other.

“I was extremely sur-
prised,” Summers said.
“There are a lot of airman
out there deserving of such
an honor and just to be nom-
inated is an accomplishment
in itself.”

While the awards may
have come quickly on the
heels of each other, the ef-
forts behind the awards was
in the making for some time.

Over the past year,
Summers was deployed for
210 days. During his deploy-
ments, Summers completed
more than 1,000 mainte-
nance operations, performed
ground handling and servic-
ing for 14 combat aircraft
supporting Operation
Enduring Freedom, flew five
combat airlift missions and
was a crewchief for 65 Army
soldiers during Operation
Anaconda.

Summers also used his
ability to speak fluent
German, to help a wayward
German fighter pilot.

“Senior Airman Summers
is by far one of the most out-
standing airmen I have had

the pleasure to work with,”
said Capt. Patricia Levin,
317th AMXS. “As a C-130
flying crew chief, a position
normally held by NCOs, he
has proven himself as a tech-
nician and warrior.”

“In addition to his devo-
tion to duty, he is committed
to self improvement while
supporting the community
around him whether at
homestation or deployed --
he exemplifies the caliber of
the young men and women of
the 317 AMXS who maintain
and generate a fleet of 30-
year old C-130s throughout
the world 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.”

Carew also was deployed
for several months. During
his deployed time, Carew
flew more than 280 tons of
cargo and 420 troops in com-
bat landing zones logging
more than 130 combat hours,
sometimes coming under the
fire of enemy troops. He was
also selected to assist in the
delivery of Taliban prisoners
and helped emergency medi-
vac wounded soldiers during
Operation Anaconda.

Carew was selected to as-

sist with Drug Enforcement
Agency missions abroad and
was even hand-picked to
work on presidential support
missions.

Carew just returned from
his last deployment, March
21.

“I didn’t think I had a shot
of winning,” Carew said. “I
really didn’t feel like I did
anything more than the oth-
ers around me -- for some
reason my supervisor decid-
ed to single me out and put
me in for the (awards).”

While winning these
awards was admittedly ex-
citing for the Dyess air-
lifters, both say the most
rewarding part was being
able to their best for the Air
Force and their airlifter
teammates. Carew and
Summers even worked to-
gether for a time during one
of last year’s OEF deploy-
ments.

“We always do the best
job we can,” Carew said.
“When you love your job its
easy.”

Both Summers and Carew
will attend the AMC awards
banquet April 10.

Staff Sgt. John Carew performs an instrumentation test
on a Dyess C-130. Carew, a 40th Airlift Squadron instruc-
tor flight engineer, was one of two Dyess airlifters named
Air Mobility Command’s Outstanding Airmen of the Year.
Both Dyess winners will attend the AMC awards banquet
April 10.

Senior Airman Nathan Summers, 317th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crewchief,
checks the brake suttle valve on a C-130 at the base washrack. Summers was one of
two Dyess airmen to be named Air Mobility Command’s Outstanding Airmen of the Year.



By Senior Airman Zachary Wilson
Dyess Public Affairs

Dyess recognized some of its best during
the 2002 Logistics Professionals of the Year
banquet at the Abilene Civic Center
Saturday.

The base recognized the 7th Bomb Wing
and 317th Airlift Group logistics communi-
ty’s outstanding senior NCOs, NCOs, airmen
and civilians at the event.

Honors went to the base’s logistics profes-
sionals of the year in the following cate-
gories: contracting, crew chief, logistics sup-
port, supply, associate supply, transportation,
and maintenance technicians and specialists.

The 2002 Dyess Logistics Professionals of
the Year are:

Senior Airman Scott Tamayo, Airman
Contractor of the Year

Tech. Sgt. Clarion Miller, NCO
Contractor of the Year

Master Sgt. Robert Mueller, Senior
NCO Contractor of the Year

Billie Garcia, Civilian Contractor of the
Year

Carol McBride, Civilian Contractor of
the Year, Category I

William Banks, Civilian Contractor of
the Year, Category II

Senior Airman Larry Nix, Airman
Transporter of the Year

Tech. Sgt. Tamy Henn, NCO
Transporter of the Year

Master Sgt. Alan Weiler, Senior NCO
Transporter of theYear

Roger Healy, Civilian Transporter of the
Year

Airman 1st Class Michelle Cazares,
7th Bomb Wing Supply Squadron Airman of
the Year

Tech. Sgt. Scott Droese, 7th BW Supply
Squadron NCO of the Year

Master Sgt. Robert Palmer, 7th BW
Supply Squadron NCO of theYear

Dennis Carmichael, 7th BW Supply
Squadron Civilian of the Year

Senior Airman Awet Goitom, 7th BW
Associate Supply Airman of the Year

Staff Sgt. Samantha Price, 7th BW
Associate Supply NCO of the Year

Master Sgt. Melvin Holston, 7th BW
Associate Supply Senior NCO of the Year

John Lisero, 7th BW Associate Supply
Civilian of the Year

Senior Airman Jaymie Larsen, 317th
Airlift Group Supply Airman of the Year

Staff Sgt. Kylee Munn, 317th AG Supply
NCO of the Year

Master Sgt. Nancy Wilson, 317th AG
Supply Senior NCO of the Year 

Senior Airman Stephanie Kobs,
317th AG Support Airman of the Year

Staff Sgt. Mala Heaney, 317th AG
Support NCO of the Year

Master Sgt. Mark Richardson, 317th
AG Support senior NCO of the Year

Clarence Watson, 317th AG Support
Civilian of the Year

Senior Airman Adrian Bridge, 7th
BW Airman Technician of the Year

Tech. Sgt. Andrew Kemp, 7th BW
NCO Technician of the Year

Senior Master Sgt. Ronald Boisjoli,
Senior NCO Technician of the Year

Airman 1st Class Blake Cushing,
317th AG Airman Technician of the Year

Staff Sgt. Stephen Buchanan, 317th
AG NCO Technician of the Year

Master Sgt. Mark Bowlin, 317th AG
Senior NCO Technician of the Year

Clarence Watson, 317th AG Civilian
Technician of the Year

Senior Airman Lacy Foss, 7th BW
Airman Crew Chief of the Year

Tech. Sgt. George Carter, 7th BW
NCO Crew Chief of the Year

Senior Master Sgt. Kenneth
Charfauros, 7th BW Senior NCO Crew
Chief of the Year

Airman 1st Class Thomas Dyar,
317th AG Airman Crew Chief of the Year

Staff Sgt. Matthew Hurtado, 317th
AG NCO Crew Chief of the Year

Senior Master Sgt. Russel Pickrel,
317th Senior NCO Crew Chief of the Year

Airman 1st Class Brian
Mendenhall, Munitions Airman of the
Year

Staff Sgt. Lathan Vantress,
Munitions NCO of the Year

Master Sgt. Anthony Snyder,
Munitions Senior NCO of the Year

Airman 1st Class Valeria Brown, 7th
BW Logistics Support Scheduler Airman
of the Year

Tech. Sgt. John Cunningham, 7th
BW Logistics Support Scheduler NCO of
the Year

Master Sgt. Janice Herbert, 7th BW
Logistics Support Scheduler Senior NCO
of the Year

Staff Sgt. Gregory Shandor, Senior
Airman Amanda Rowlands, Senior
Airman Chris Barnes and Airman 1st
Class Nicholas Hulsey, 28th Bomb
Squadron, were named the 7th Bomb Wing
Weapons Load Crew of the Year.

Peacemaker March 28, 2003 5News

LPOY banquet honors
7th BW, 317th AG stars

Movin’ on up
The following individuals are the overall winners

in their respective categories and will compete at the
12th Air Force-level.

Senior Airman Adrian Bridge, 7th Component
Maintenance Squadron

Tech. Sgt. Andrew Kemp, 7th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron

Senior Master Sgt. Ronald Boisjoli, 7th CMS

Local Advertisement



Tech. Sgt. 
Theresa Lawrence

Unit: 13th Bomb Squadron
Job description: NCO-in-

charge of flight operations 
Time in the Air Force: 16

years 
Time at Dyess: Six years
Family: Husband, Levi; daugh-

ter, Taj’a
Hometown: Palo Alto, Calif.
Job impact on the mission:

Support the best-trained B-1B air-
crew members by scheduling air-
crew flying and ground training. I
also ensure the proper manage-
ment of the aviators’ qualification
on meeting peacetime and war-
time requirements.

Career goals: Complete my
Community College of the Air
Force degree and make master ser-
geant on the first try.

Best Air Force memory:
Being stationed at Osan Air Base,
South Korea, and meeting my hus-
band.

6 z March 28, 2003 PeacemakerNews
TEAM DYESS

WWWWaaaarrrrrrrriiiioooorrrr     ooooffff     tttthhhheeee    WWWWeeeeeeeekkkk
TEAM DYESS

11113333tttthhhh    BBBBSSSS    pppprrrrooooffffiiii lllleeee

Leaders:
Commander:

Lt. Col. Gerald Plourde

Acting first sergeant:
Tech. Sgt.

Timothy Phillips  

Personnel:
• Officers: 29 
• Enlisted: 12 
• Civilians: One 

Editor’s note: Squadron commanders, first
sergeants or supervisors nominate people in
their unit to be the Dyess Warrior of the Week.
For more information, call the Peacemaker
staff at 6-4266.

Mission statement:

Support the U.S. Air Force B-1 Weapons school,
Detachment 2, 53rd Wing, and support the 7th Bomb

Wing’s ability to deliver decisive, sustainable and rapidly
deployable airpower anywhere, anytime in accordance

with the wing’s obligations under Aerospace
Expeditionary Force and any other contingency.

Future goals:

• Maintain the ability to deploy aircraft and the associ-
ated maintenance package for any tasking

• Support the 77th Weapons Squadron and Detachment
2, 53rd Wing, while developing the 13th Bomb Squadron’s
operational combat capabilities

• Growth and satisfaction of the crew force
• Achieve a 92 percent flying scheduling effectiveness

rate Senior Airman Zachary Wilson

Local Advertisement
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11 Dyess members get
non-judicial punishment
By Tech. Sgt.
Victoria Apodaca
Dyess legal office                   

Eleven Dyess members
were recently administered
Articles 15 for Uniform Code
of Military Justice viola-
tions.

An airman first class
received a suspended reduc-
tion in rank to airman basic,
forfeiture of $250 pay per
month for two months, 45
days extra duty, and a repri-
mand for sleeping and read-
ing unauthorized material
on post, while at a deployed
location. The airman violat-
ed UCMJ Article 113 --
Misbehavior of sentinel
or lookout and Article 92 -
- Failure to obey an order
or regulation.

An airman first class
received a suspended reduc-
tion in rank to airman and
21 days correctional custody
for failing to maintain a
valid state driver’s license,
failing to provide proof of
insurance and registration
in accordance with Air Force
Instruction 31-204, and fail-
ing to pay debt. The airman
violated UCMJ Article 92 --
Failure to obey order or
regulation and Article 134
-- Failure to pay debt.

An airman first class
received a suspended reduc-
tion in rank to airman, 30
days restriction to base and
a reprimand for driving his
vehicle on base while his
driving privileges were
revoked. The airman violat-
ed Article 92 -- Failure to
obey order or regulation.

An airman first class was
demoted to the rank of air-
man, received a suspended
reduction in rank to airman
basic, forfeiture of $300 pay
per month for two months
(with one month suspended)
and a reprimand for failing
to maintain a valid state dri-
ver’s license in accordance
with AFI 31-204. The air-

man violated UCMJ Article
92 -- Failure to obey order
or regulation.

A staff sergeant received
a suspended reduction in
rank to senior airman and
45 days extra duty for mis-
using his government travel
card and failing to pay its
outstanding balance. The
NCO violated UCMJ
Article 92 -- Failure to
obey order or regulation.

An airman first class was
demoted to airman for offer-
ing a forged legal document
to finalize legal proceedings.
The airman violated UCMJ
Article 123 -- Forgery.

An airman was demoted
to airman basic, and
received a suspended forfei-
ture of $575 pay and a repri-
mand for being drunk on
duty. The airman violated
UCMJ Article 112 --
Drunk on duty.

An airman first class
received a suspended reduc-
tion in rank to airman basic,
forfeiture of $100 pay per
month for two months and
30 days extra duty for dam-
aging government property.
The airman violated UCMJ
Article 108 -- Military
property of the United
States; sale, loss, damage,
destruction, or wrongful
disposition.

A senior airman received
a suspended reduction in
rank to airman first class,
forfeited $200 pay per
month for two months and a
reprimand for misusing his
government travel card, not
paying its outstanding bal-
ance and making a false offi-
cial statement.

The airman violated
Article 92 -- Failure to
obey an order or regula-

tion and Article 107 --
False official statement.

An airman first class
received a suspended reduc-
tion in rank to airman and
30 days extra duty for drink-
ing alcoholic beverages
under the age of 21 and driv-
ing under the influence of
alcohol. The airman violated
UCMJ Article 92 -- Failure
to obey order or regula-
tion and Article 111 --
Drunken or reckless
operation of vehicle.

An airman first class was
demoted to airman for forg-
ing someone else’s name on
a legal document and mak-
ing a false official state-
ment. The airman violated
UCMJ Article 123 --
Forgery and Article 107 --
False official statement.

Some or all of these mem-
bers were subsequently
administratively dis-
charged. Names of Article 15
violators are not released.

In each Article 15, the
member’s commander con-
sidered the offense and the
punishment based on indi-
vidual circumstances. These
circumstances included the
nature of the offense, the
record of the service mem-
ber, the need for good order
and discipline, and the effect
of nonjudicial punishment
on the servicemember.

Individuals with prior
misconduct usually receive
more severe punishment
than first-time offenders.
Therefore, punishment for
similar offenses may vary
based on factors not listed
here.

When punishment is sus-
pended, it does not take
effect unless other miscon-
duct occurs, generally within

Local Advertisement
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Award
Continued from Page 1

Coppolino’s efforts also
ensured delivery of more
than 1,600 troops and 1,700
tons of cargo, along with re-
located Taliban detainees in-
cluding John Walker Lindh
(the American Taliban),
Levin said.

While Coppolino is proud
of his achievements, he
wants to point out that he is
not the only award-winning
member on his team.

“My maintainers won the
2002 Air Force Maintenance
Effectiveness Award for the
medium aircraft category
(recently,)” Coppolino said.
“We are now competing at
the Department of Defense
level.”

“This past year’s success
was born out of the tremen-
dous hard work of the 317th
Airlift Group’s maintainers,
operators, supply troops
and logisticians,” Coppolino
said. “And I would be remiss
if I failed to mention the
men and women of the 7th
Equipment Maintenance
Squadron and Component
Maintenance Squadron who
tirelessly support us  both at
home station and on deploy-
ments.”

Congratulations to
the following airmen
first class  who were se-
lected to senior airman
below-the-zone:

Michael Jessup, 317th
Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron.

Heather Johnston, 7th
Communications Squadron

Kim Knudsen, 7th
Equipment Maintenance
Squadron

Aaron Little, 317th
AMXS

Ricardo Mendiola,
317th Maintenance
Squadron

John Quinlan, 7th
Component Maintenance
Squadron

Timothy Tharp, 317th
MXS

Richard Vandenberg,
317th AMXS

Local Advertisement
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A maintenance crew prepares to launch a B-1B Lancer
from the 405th Air Expeditionary Wing at a forward
deployed location in Southwest Asia.

Lancer crews describe
B-1 missions over Iraq

Staff Sgt. Cherie Thurlby

By Master Sgt. Scott Elliott
Air Force Print News

WASHINGTON -- B-1B
Lancers, combining the lat-
est in technology with old-
fashioned elbow grease, are
taking the air war of
Operation Iraqi Freedom to
regime and military targets
throughout that country.

Four members of the
405th Air Expeditionary
Wing described their mis-
sion to Pentagon reporters
in a teleconference Tuesday.
The 405th is currently
deployed to an undisclosed
location in Southwest Asia.

“The B-1 is so flexible
because of its (long range)
and ability to carry more
(Joint Direct Attack
Munitions) than any air-
craft,” said Col. Peter Kippie,
405th AEW vice commander.
“We have a very dynamic
capability to strike across
the area of operations. There
is no target within Iraq that
is not at risk when we take
off.”

The Lancers, Kippie said,
are taking off at unprece-
dented rates, thanks to the
efforts of the unit’s mainte-
nance corps. “We had broken
airplanes on the first night,
but they were repaired in an
incredibly short time,” he
said. “We got every airplane
airborne, over target and

striking the targets when
they should have been.

“Not a single B-1 was
turned away either because
of maintenance, threats or
enemy defenses,” Kippie
said.

According to Capt. Ty
Newman, a Lancer weapons
systems officer, the B-1
crews are challenged on
every mission by Iraqi
defense forces. “The threat is
certainly out there, and on
any given mission we take
every precaution and use all
our tactics to minimize the
threat to our aircraft,”
Newman said.

One highly publicized
Iraqi countermeasure was
the purchase of “GPS jam-
mers,” which were designed
to thwart America’s use of
precision-guided munitions.
In theory, by overriding glob-
al positioning satellite sig-
nals, the “smart” weapons
could be confused into miss-
ing their targets.

“If the Iraqis are spend-
ing money to buy this stuff,
they’re wasting their cash,”
said Col. James Kowalski,
405th AEW commander.

Kowalski’s words proved
to be prophetic. Some media
members embedded with
units in Iraq reported that
all of Iraq’s GPS jammers
had been destroyed in
airstrikes Wednesday.
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Dyess postpones Airpower Day
By Capt. Dave Honchul
Dyess Public Affairs

With continuing high
operations tempo, officials
here have postponed the
planned 2003 Big Country
Airpower Day, which was
scheduled for May 17.

With the deployment of
military forces around the
world, military units, includ-
ing those based at Dyess,
that usually support the
event are unable to do so at
this time.

Dyess has hundreds of
people deployed, and the
remaining forces are focused
on continuing the base’s
mission of fixing and flying
airplanes, and training per-
sonnel.

Without knowing how
long the current operational
tempo will last, officials here
decided to postpone the
event until August.

“We feel that this event is
important for us to host for
the local community, but it
has become obvious we could

not do so as originally sched-
uled,” said Col. Tom Bell, 7th
Bomb Wing vice commander.
“We are going to step back
from the May date and re-
assess whether the opera-
tional tempo in the late sum-
mer may allow us to better
showcase airpower to the
residents of the Big
Country.”

For more information
about the Big Country
Airpower Day, call the Dyess
Public Affairs Office at
6-5609.

Abilene ‘Zoo-lutes’ Dyess
By Capt. Dave Honchul
Dyess Public Affairs

Once again, the Abilene Zoological
Gardens is “Zoo-luting” Dyess and the
U.S. armed forces by offering free admis-
sion to military members and their fam-
ilies April 5.

The “Zoolute to Dyess” is the zoo’s
way of showing appreciation for all mil-
itary member’s service to the nation and
the Big Country, according to zoo offi-
cials.

“The Zoolute celebrates the sacrifice
and commitment of our armed forces,
and is our way of expressing thanks to
the men and women who wear the uni-
form,” said Jeff Bullock, the zoo’s execu-
tive director.

In addition to free admission, mili-
tary members will be able to get free soft
drinks and popcorn, and enjoy other
entertainment being lined up at the zoo.

The event kicks off with a patriotic
ceremony at 10 a.m. to commemorate
the upcoming Armed Forces Day.
Activities are scheduled until 3 p.m.

A military ID will be required to
receive the free admission.

This is the third straight year the zoo
has conducted the event, and Bullock
stated that the previous events were
well received. The zoo had conducted
similar events in the years leading up to
Desert Storm. However, the program
was put on hiatus then, and was just
brought back in 2001.

“We see the Zoolute as an excellent
opportunity to showcase our zoo and its
collection of species, and encourage
Dyess families to take advantage of this
offer,” Bullock said. “We describe the zoo
as the best family-entertainment value
in town.”

Dyess family members feed a giraffe at the
Abilene Zoo during a previous “Zoo-lute to
Dyess.” The annual event offers free admis-
sion to military members and their families
April 5.

Senior Airman Matthew Rosine

Local Advertisement



News12 March 28, 2003 Peacemaker

Dyess celebrates National
Women’s History Month
By Senior Airman
Lindsey Maurice
Dyess Public Affairs

The Dyess community
joined people nationwide
this month in celebrating
and recognizing the histori-
cal achievements of women
around the world.

National Women’s
History Month, an obser-
vance since 1987, honors
women for their contribu-
tions to society.

This year’s theme is
“Women Pioneering the
Future.”

“This is a good theme for
Women’s History Month,”
said Sharon Williams, Dyess
Women’s History Month
chairperson. “America has
come a long way in liberat-

ing woman and helping peo-
ple realize that women are
just as capable as men. But
even with all the barriers
that have been lifted -- al-
lowing women to serve in
the military, to vote, to run
their own businesses -- we
still have a ways to go.”

According to Air Force of-
ficials, women make up 19
percent of the Air Force and
serve in 99 percent of the ca-
reer fields.

“Its nice to see that
women are in just about
every career field men are
in these days,” Williams
said. “As you can see from
looking around Dyess, there
are many smart, independ-
ent women around who are
proving they are just as
capable as men every day.”

In honor of this year’s ob-
servance, the Dyess
Women’s History Month
committee held many events
throughout March, includ-
ing several brown bag
lunches and a banquet.

The lunches featured
speakers and discussions on
issues women face, Williams
said. The luncheon topics in-
cluded breast cancer aware-
ness, stress management, fi-
nancial management and
exercise for women.

The observance month
concluded at Dyess with a
luncheon Thursday at The
Heritage Club. The guest
speaker was Kathleen
Webster, a former Abilene
business owner and active
member of the Abilene com-
munity.

By 1st Lt. Saje Park
Dyess Public Affairs

The city of Abilene wants to show its ap-
preciation to the Dyess community by host-
ing the 38th Annual World’s Largest
Barbecue from noon to 2 p.m. and 5-7 p.m.
April 26 at the Abilene Civic Center.

The Abilene Chamber of Commerce
Military Affairs Committee, which sponsors
the free annual event, plans to feed not only
all Dyess active duty military members and
their families, but also appropriated-fund
civilians and their families. Single airmen
may also bring a guest to the event.

“This event is only a small token to show
our appreciation for everything Dyess peo-
ple bring to Abilene community,” said Rob
Barnhill, committee chairperson. “We want
to show our support for all the sacrifices
that Dyess people make by serving our
country, and protecting and defending us.”

Tickets for the barbecue, which has his-

torically been attended by more than 10,000
Dyess people every year, are now available
from squadron first sergeants or designated
representatives.

“We hope that everyone will come out and
have a good time,” Barnhill said. “We only
ask that you come hungry because there
will be plenty to eat.”

Many community leaders will be on
hand to serve food. Several community
businesses and individuals volunteer their
time and resources to make the barbecue
possible for the base.

The chamber will also present the 2002
Dyess Famliy of the Year award during the
noon meal.

Event coordinators want to give a special
invitation to the families of deployed ser-
vicemembers. People who are on duty dur-
ing the event can contact their first ser-
geants, who will arrange for meals to be de-
livered to the base.

For more information, call 6-5609.

Abilene says ‘thanks’ with
World’s Largest Barbecue
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By Master Sgt.
Bill Lincicome
Dyess Public Affairs

Getting passed over for
promotion is a tough pill to
swallow for many. But for
one 7th Aircraft Mainten-
ance Squadron member, that
disappointment unexpected-
ly turned into excitement.

Staff Sgt. Jennifer Goss-
elin is one of two Dyess
NCOs who were recently
promoted to staff sergeant
under the supplemental pro-
motion board system.
Timothy Donahue, 712th Air
Support Operations Squad-
ron, also got the good news
of his promotion to E-5.

Gosselin, an integrated
avionics system specialist,
tested for promotion in July
under the supplemental pro-
motion cycle. When the
September 2002 promotion
list was released, she didn’t
see her name as a selectee.

“I wanted it really bad
because I studied so hard,”
said Gosselin. “I’m always
working hard and always
make sure I have a sharp
uniform. I never let (think-
ing I was passed over) affect
my work, but personally, it
was very discouraging.”

However, about a month
later, a coworker congratu-
lated Gosselin on making
staff. “I thought she was kid-
ding,” she said. “But when I
went online, I saw my name.
I was really excited!”

Gosselin sewed on her
new stripe in February, but
her date of rank was moved
back to Nov. 1 due to a cor-
rected error in her records
as to when she assumed the
rank of senior airman.

Shortly afterward, Lt.
Col. James Green, 7th
AMXS commander, present-
ed Gosselin her new stripe
during a shift roll call. “It
was very nice and personal,”
she recalled.

Supplemental promotion
boards, like Gosselin’s and

Donahue’s, are held three to
five months after initial pro-
motion selection, according
to Capt. Carey Eichhorst,
7th Mission Support Squad-
ron’s Military Personnel
Flight commander. People
can be considered for the
supplemental if their re-
cords were incomplete, such
as missing enlisted perform-
ance reports or decorations.
Members who had changes
to the weighted areas such
as the promotion fitness
exam, specialty knowledge
test, time in service or time
in grade, or senior NCOs
whose duty titles were incor-
rect may also be considered.

Although the supplemen-
tal promotion system helps
many promotees each year,
Eichhorst said it’s up to the
individuals testing to make
sure their information is
right.

“It is imperative for the
individual to ensure their
record is as accurate as pos-
sible,” the captain said. “Just
because their data verifica-
tion rip, or DVR, is incorrect,
does not ensure they will be
processed with a supplemen-
tal.

“Some effort from the
individual to fix the problem
has to be made prior to the
promotion selection date for
staff sergeants through mas-

ter sergeants and prior to
the original evaluation
board for senior master ser-
geants and chief master ser-
geants,” she said.

Eichhorst said fully-docu-
mented supplemental con-
sideration requests are sub-
mitted in writing with the
commander’s recommenda-
tion to the MPF. The MPF
then forwards the request to
Headquarters Air Force
Personnel Center.

Once someone is selected
under the supplemental pro-
motion program, Eichhorst
said, the person will receive
a “.5” or “.9” line number. “A
.5 line number is one that
hasn’t been announced,” she
said. (For example, if the
current staff sergeant line
number for promotion is at
500, a person selected under
the program may receive a
number like 557.5). “A .9 line
number is one that has been
announced (such as 499.9),
so the person would tack on
the stripe immediately,”
Eichhorst added.

Gosselin said she’s grate-
ful for the assistance she
received from Dyess’ MPF.
“They were really great,” she
said. “They showed me
they’re willing to do whatev-
er is needed to help people
once they know what the
problem is.”

Airman 1st Class Robert Morris
Staff Sgt Jennifer Gosselin, 7th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron, checks a B-1’s coaxes, cannon plugs and
radar signal process March 17. Gosselin was one of two
Dyess NCOs who were recently promoted under the sup-
plemental promotion board system.

Supplemental board hooks up
two brand-new Dyess NCOs
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AFAF update
Dyess members have con-

tributed more than $28,000
in the first three weeks of
this year’s Air Force Assist-
ance Fund campaign.

The drive began Feb. 24
and ends today.

To contribute, or for more
information, see your unit
AFAF keyworker.

MPF closure
The 7th Mission Support

Squadron’s Military Person-
nel Flight is closed 7:30-
9 a.m. Fridays for training
beginning April 4.

For more information, call
2nd Lt. Amanda Miller at
6-2901.

ID card issue
The 7th Mission Support

Squadron’s Military Person-
nel Flight is issuing the new
common access card, which
will replace the current mil-

iary ID card for active duty
members.

The CAC is a “smart card”
containing a circuit chip
which holds public key infra-
structure, digital identity, e-
mail signature and encryp-
tion certificates.

People who haven’t
received an appointment to
receive their new cards
should be hearing from their
unit representative soon.

For more information, call
2nd Lt. Amanda Miller at
6-2901.

Studio hours
The photo studio hours

have changed.
Studio hours are from

8-11 a.m. and noon to 3 p.m.
Full length photo appoint-
ments are available Mon-
days.

Passports and official
photos are on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.

All studio services are by

appointment only. To sched-
ule an appointment, call
6-4820.

HAZCOM course
The 7th Medical Group

Public Health Office con-
ducts a hazardous communi-
cation “Train the Trainer”
class at 1 p.m. April 24 at
the 7th Bomb Wing Ground
Safety training room.

All NCOs, senior airmen,
officers and civilians must
attend this course when
they are first assigned to a
supervisory position.

For more information, call
Senior Airman Jessica
Desroches at 6-8332.

CWDE markings
The Air Force has updat-

ed the way servicemembers
need to identify themselves
in their chem gear.

Mandatory identification
items to be displayed are
rank, and first and last
name. Servicemembers’
blood type and religious
preference are optional.

The identification mark-
ings will be printed on tape

and placed as follows:
• Helmet, front and back
• Protective hood, front

and back
• Jacket, over wearer’s

right breast
For more information, call

the 7th Civil Engineer
Squadron’s readiness flight
at 6-1526.

Corrections
To report a correction or

to provide feedback for the
Peacemaker, call Senior
Airman Matthew Rosine at
6-4266.
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Just like home
Deployed Dyess troops settle in at Andersen AB, Guam

By Staff Sgt. Jess Harvey
7th Air Expeditionary Wing
Public Affairs

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE
BASE, GUAM -- Airmen in
the 7th Air Expeditionary
Wing here are starting to
feel at home after being
deployed to this tropical isle.

Thanks to some help from
Team Andersen and each

other, airmen associated
with the B-1B Lancers and
B-52H Stratofortresses are
finding that deploying to a
new location doesn’t have to
be all bad.

Senior Airman Brad
Mills, a B-1 avionics special-
ist from Dyess, said he was
surprised when he got here.

“It’s been a lot better than
I expected,” he said. “Last

time I deployed, it was to
worse conditions.”

During his previous
deployment, like many oth-
ers around the world, Mills
was living in tents but here,
7th AEW folks are all living
in permanent buildings.

“Where I’m staying is
great,” said Senior Airman
Joshua Brennan, a B-52
avionics specialist deployed
from Barksdale Air Force
Base, La. “It’s pretty much
just like Air Force billeting,
and I have no complaints.”

“The job is good,”
Brennan continued. “It’s a
steady paced workload;
there’s always something to
do, and there’s a good bal-
ance of free time and work.”

That workload began on
day one.

“Even before the B-1s got
here, there was plenty to
do,” said Airman Teal
Kolakowski, a B-1 crew chief
who’s been in the Air Force
for less than a year.

The first few days were
spent setting up tents to
work out of.

Tech. Sgt. Wendi Dunn, a
B-52 aircraft maintenance
scheduler, said they also
spent their first few days
setting up shop.

“It’s been busy,” said
Dunn who has been in for 17
years. “I’ve never deployed
before, and it’s been kind of
hectic setting things up.”

She mentioned that being
busy isn’t necessarily bad.
“The days have gone by fast,
and we haven’t had a slow
day yet.”

With no previous deploy-
ment experience, she com-
pared it to a TDY.

“When you go TDY some-
place, the base usually has
already set up a facility and
everything is set to go, but
before we moved in here, the
place was just an empty
building and a mess.

“We had to clean every-

thing up,” she said. “It was
like we were starting from
scratch.”

They also had to get
ready for the bombers.

“We had a lot of details to
do to make sure things were
prepared for when the air-
craft did arrive,” said
Airman 1st Class Tara Rice,
a B-1 weapons loader.
They had to make sure the
aircraft parking areas and
ramps were cleared and
ready.

Although busy, Rice said
she was happier than most
to be there.

“For most people, being
deployed is harder because
they don’t get to see their
families, but for me, I am
actually closer to my family,”
Rice said, who is a Guam
native. “It’s great to be back
and see my family. Its won-
derful, I love being home.”

Other airmen said being

being together as a team has
made it easier.

“I think [most all the B-1
maintainers] are from the
same squadron, so we’ve
been working together for
months or, for some, even
years,” Kolakowski said.

Staff Sgt. Daniel
Vanderleest, a B-52 crew
chief also from Barksdale,
said things are improving
since he arrived.

“It’s getting better,”
Vanderleest said. “It’s just
like starting any other
deployment up when you
have nothing, and we’ve
done a really good job of get-
ting up and running.”

A lot of it had to do with
their readiness, Vanerleest
said.

“We were all pretty pre-
pared,” he said. “We all knew
this was going to happen,
and we were just waiting for
the phone call.”

Airman Teal Kolawski, 7th Air Expeditionary Wing, per-
forms routine maintenance on a B-1 at Anderson Air
Base, Guam, March 19. Kolawski is one of hundreds from
Dyess who deployed in support of operations in the
Pacific theater.

Senior Airman Christina Rumsey 
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Today, March 28, 2003
NCO/Senior NCO induction ceremony,

3 p.m. at The Heritage Club. For more info, call
Master Sgt. George Spindler at 6-1170.

Saturday, March 29, 2003
Spring Golf Scramble, 9 a.m. at the

Mesquite Grove Golf Course. The cost is $27. For
more info, call 6-4384.

Late Night, from 11 p.m. to 4 a.m. at The
Hangar Center. For more info, call 6-2405.

Sunday, March 30, 2003
Sunday brunch, is served from 10 a.m. to

1:30 p.m. at The Heritage Club. For more info,
call 6-2405.

Monday, March 31, 2003
Step aerobics, 11 a.m. at the health and well-

ness center. For more info, call Staff Sgt. Teresa
Frank at 6-4887.

Tuesday, April 1, 2003
Quarterly squadron fitness challenge

begins. For more info, call the sports and fitness
center at 6-4306.

Bingo Mania, starts at 7:15 p.m. at The
Hangar Center. Tickets go on sale at 6:30 p.m.
For more info, call 6-2405.

Wednesday, April 2, 2003
Wing Right Start, 7:45 a.m. at The Heritage

Club. For more info, call Katherine Lacy at
6-5730.

Thursday, April 3, 2003
Dyess Toastmasters meeting, 11:45 a.m. in

the Longhorn Dining Facility conference room.

For more info, call Pat Clancy at 6-1046.
Dyess Officers Spouses Club bingo and

dinner, 6:30 p.m. at The Heritage Club. For
more info, call Julieann Dwyer at 695-0793 or
Kimberly Barney at 692-9642.

Upcoming events
April 4 -- Amateur comedy night, 7 p.m.

at The Hangar Center. For more info, call
6-2402.

April 5 -- Zoo-lute to Dyess, 10 a.m. at the
Abilene Zoo. For more info, call 1st Lt. Saje
Park at 6-5609.

April 11 -- Month of the Military Child
parade, 2:45 p.m. beginning at the child devel-
opment center parking lot.

April 13 -- Mesquite Grove Golf Course
Masters Tournament. For more info, call
6-4384.

April 26 -- 38th Annual World’s Largest
Barbecue, noon to 2 p.m. and 5-7 p.m. at the
Abilene Civic Center. See your first sergeant for
tickets.
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Parade route
The 7th Security Forces

Squadron will block off parts of
Avenue D and 4th Street for the
Month of the Military Child parade
at 2:45 p.m. today.

For more information, call
Stephanie Kraly at 6-2936.

FSC moves
Beginning Tuesday, the Dyess

Family Support Center will open its
doors at its new location at 382
Avenue D.

The hours of operation are from
7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Mondays
through Fridays. The phone num-
bers for the FSC will stay the same.

For more information, call the
family support center at 6-5999.

Name the housing area
Everyone is invited to participate

in the “Name Our On-Base Housing
Area” contest sponsored by the 7th
Civil Engineer Squadron’s housing
flight.

People can submit proposed
names to the housing office by
e-mailing james.rouse@dyess.af.mil
or calling 6-2150 by Tuesday.

The winner will receive framed
B-1 and C-130 photos from Crafters’
Haven, and certificates from
7th Services Squadron and
from an Abilene bed-and-breakfast
business.

For more information, call
6-2150.

Boy Scouts
Dyess has its own Boy Scout troop

-- Troop 296.
Boys 11 years and older are wel-

come to join.
The troop meets 7 p.m. Tuesdays

in Building 390, the 7th Security
Forces Squadron building, located
on Fourth Avenue.

For more information, call
Scoutmaster Jonathan Martindale
at 692-8584.

Reading hour
Children ages 1-5 are invited to

the Tiny Tots Reading Hour from 10-
11 a.m. Tuesdays at the base library.

For more information, call
6-2618.

Car club
Outdoor recreation is looking for

people who are interested in joining
a remote control car club.

Outdoor recreation will offer
introduction into the hobby with tips
on how to find and buy equipment.

For more information, call
6-2402.

Base housing pets
Pets residing with members in

base housing must be on a con-
trolled leash or in a fenced yard
when outside the home. Allowing
pets to run loose will result in losing
pet privileges. Base housing resi-
dents may have up to two dogs
and/or cats per household.

Report stray animals to the 7th
Security Forces Squadron Control
Center at 6-2131. For more informa-
tion, call animal control at 6-2150.

ERAU registration
Today is the last day students can

register for the Spring B term

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical Univer-
sity’s Dyess Center. The term dates
run through May 23.

For more information, call Tracy
Chapman at 6-1785 or visit the
ERAU Web site at
http://wwwerau.edu/dyess.

McMurry registration
McMurry University offers early

registration for current students at
Dyess for the May, summer and fall
semesters today through Thursday
at the education office.

Schedules for those semesters are
available at http://www.cmc.edu

For more information, call 6-5545.

CLEPS withdrawn
In preparation for conversion to

the new computer based examina-
tion program, the base education
office is retiring the following paper-
based CLEP exams.

Humanities -- 04910; Humanities
-- 04928; General Chemistry --
26107; College Level German --
75027; General Biology -- 18074;
Western Civilization I -- 65048;
Western Civilization II -- 66052.

For more information, call 6-5544.

Babysitting class
Dyess youth ages 13-18 can now

sign up for the babysitting class
from 9 a.m. to noon Saturday at the
base youth center. The cost is $10.

Students will learn basic child-
care and first aid.

For more information, call
6-4797.

Computer classes
The family support center and

the Air Force Aid Society are fund-
ing computer classes for spouses of
active duty members.

The classes consist of 12 hours of
the Microsoft Office package taught
by Texas State Technical College
instructors. The classes vary in skill-
level.

To sign up or for more informa-
tion, call Silvia Shurgot at 6-5999.

Lenten Luncheons
There is a Lenten Luncheon 11:30

a.m. Wednesdays at the chapel
annex throughout the Lent season.

Everyone is invited to the lunch-
eon which includes soup, salad and
fellowship. For more information,
call 6-4224.

Chapel schedule
Catholic: Reconciliation starts at

4:15 p.m. Saturday with Mass after-
wards at 5 p.m. Daily Masses have
been cancelled until further notice.

Protestant: Shared faith worship
begins at 11 a.m. Sunday. Gospel
service starts at 1 p.m. Sunday.
Contemporary “Blue Jean” service
begins at 6:30 p.m. Sunday.

A nursery and children’s church
are available at all services.

Other religions: The base chapel
has information on other religious
services in the Abilene area.

For more information, call
6-4224.

Fiesta Texas
The information, ticket and trav-

el office offers special rates on
Fiesta Texas tickets.

For more information, call
6-5207.

Senior Airman Matthew Rosine

Pyramid of power 
Ron Nespeca sets up the daily food guide pyramid before a nutrition
class at the health and wellness center. March is 2003 Food and
Fitness Month which re-emphasizes the importance of healthy eat-
ing habits. The HAWC offers classes in fitness and nutrition as well
as offering information, tips and sources for creating and maintain-
ing healthy eating and fitness habits. For more information about
nutrition and fitness, call the HAWC at 6-4306.



Medics
Continued from Page 1

“She is a superior performer and dedicat-
ed team player,” Reese added.

It was due to her exceptional job per-
formance that Crossley was selected as the
airman-in-charge of the lab’s complex
microbiology and specimen collection sec-
tion, Reese said.

“She exhibited (amazing) accuracy and
organization in these lab duties, performing
more than 7,000 laboratory tests with 99
percent accuracy,” Reese added.

Crossley also managed the lab’s shipping
department, while the NCO in-charge of it
was deployed for three months. During that
time, she processed 5,000 patient tests and
reported results without delay.

Another 7th MDG outstanding per-
former to receive an ACC award is Sekula,
who is also the 2002 7th MDG NCO of the
Year.

Sekula has helped initiate a variety of
laboratory programs and projects both here
and abroad, Hill said.

“He has a wealth of knowledge and expe-
rience,” said Master Sgt. Monica Hill, 7th
MDSS laboratory NCO in-charge. “He is a
valuable resource to managers and the ‘go-
to’ person in the lab.”

One project Sekula headed was research-
ing and creating information packets,
brochures and posters to educate military
members and their families on newborn
screening test procedures, Hill said. “(This
program) enhanced overall awareness of
this vital analysis to parents,” she added.

Sekula is also an astute financial man-
ager, Hill said. At Dyess, Sekula procured
ACC funding to purchase an automated
barcode reader for the chemistry analyzer,
valued at $7,000. “(This purchase) eradicat-
ed human testing error and reduced pro-
cessing time by 50 percent,” Hill said.

Sekula also deployed in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom in March
2002, as part of the 320th Expeditionary
Medical Support biological augmentation
team. While deployed he delivered superior
medical services to more than 900 assigned
tri-service forces and transient personnel,
Hill said.

Another outstanding Dyess performer
who has had great impact in the Air Force
is Kennedy, said Lt. Col. Martin Johnson,
7th Medical Operations Squadron com-
mander.

Kennedy has assessed the healthcare
needs of more than 15,000 Tricare Prime
enrollees for 10 primary care panels,
Johnson said. This includes gathering, ana-
lyzing and interpreting health care data
and disseminating it to more than 20
providers and 50 support staff members.

He has also utilized population-based
health principles and proposed interven-
tions to improve clinical performance,
Johnson added. Kennedy also integrated
hypertension screening and diabetic educa-
tion sessions at the health and wellness
center, managing more than 200 clients.

In addition, Kennedy improved the home
management effort for diabetics by identify-
ing the need for new glucose monitors and
supplies. After coordinating efforts, more
than 45 staff members and 55 patients were
trained on the equipment.

“(This program has) three advantages,”
Johnson said. “(It has) product standardiza-
tion, the software tracks the patients’
results and it (Is easy for clients to use).”

Johnson also highlighted Kennedy’s
efforts in championing the 2003 edition of
the 7th MDG customer handbook, high-
lighting the most current medical services.

“Major Kennedy’s work is great,”
Johnson said. “(His) individual and organi-
zational success (makes him) uniquely
deserving of the AFMS Health Care
Integrator annual award.”

Johnson also speaks highly of Buckles.

“(Buckles) is a stellar officer and clinician,”
Johnson said. “(Her) leadership, managerial
and clinical skills (are outstanding. That’s
why she was) chosen to command the med-
ical services flight.”

As the flight commander, Buckles is
directly responsible for nine primary care
teams including 72 staff members in family
practice, pediatric, internal medicine,
women’s health and physical therapy and
emergency medical response.

Buckles is also an element chief for three
primary care teams. As the chief, she is
responsible for the daily clinic operations of
these teams, Johnson said.

“What I enjoy most about my job is help-
ing people, whether a person is a patient or
a member of my flight,” Buckles said. “It is
important to me to be able to provide pro-
fessional and personal support to everyone
in my staff.”

With Buckles’ dual hat as a family nurse
practitioner, she has also played a key part
in the lives of many of her patients, Johnson
said. This includes saving one of her
patients from possible permanent disability
due to organic brain syndrome and helping
two teenagers with depression and suicidal
ideations.

“Improving the quality of life for my
patients and their patient care is first on
my list,” Buckles said.

Another valuable member of the 7th
MDG and ACC winner is Moore, said group
officials.

“Lt. Col. Moore has distinguished him-
self by his service to the 7th MDG,” said. Lt.
Col. John Adkins, 7th MDOS life skills
flight commander. “(He) is a brilliant and

innovative officer (and an) outstanding psy-
chological mentor.”

Two of Moore’s biggest achievements
here, include his pioneering efforts to stand
up the Dyess behavioral health optimiza-
tion program and the institution of 100 per-
cent depression screening of medical

patients, Adkins said. The 7th MDG is the
first and only DoD facility to adopt the 100
percent depression screening.

Moore is also lauded for creating the
Dyess Heartlink program, a multi-agency
seminar that eases the transition of new Air
Force spouses. Many people have attended
the briefings and give it glowing reviews,
Adkins said.

Moore is also the alcohol and drug abuse
prevention and treatment program manag-
er here. He holds honors in being the only
practicing clinician invited to serve on the
expert panel for the 2002 ADAPT world-
wide conference, and he has been invited to
participate in the 2003 conference planning
committee.

“Many of his insightful training and pro-
gram scheduling recommendations are
already integrated into the tentative agen-
da,” Adkins said.

With all that Moore has accomplished,
Adkins summed up his thoughts about the
deputy flight commander in one sentence.
“This is a multi-talented professional high-
ly deserving of the award.”

The 7th MDG commander also reflected
his pride of the ACC winners.

“(The Medical Group) is proud to have
such outstanding performers,” said. Col.
Schuyler Geller, 7th MDG commander.
“These individuals work hard every day
and are indicative of the overall teamwork
in the 7th MDG.”
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Staff Sgt. Christopher Sekula, 7th Medical Support Squadron NCO in-charge of specimen referrals, and Senior Airman Tiffany
Crossley, 7th MDSS lab technician, read a throat culture in the Dyess laboratory. Sekula is the 2002 Outstanding Laboratory NCO of
the Year for Air Combat Command and Crossley is the 2002 Outstanding Laboratory Airman of the Year for ACC.

Lt. Col. Marlin Moore, 7th Medical Group life skills flight deputy commander, speaks
with a patient. Moore is the 2002 John C. Flannagan Senior Psychologist of the Year for
Air Combat Command.

Lt. Col. Marla Buckles, 7th Medical Group medical services flight commander, checks a
patient’s ears. Buckles is the 2002 Outstanding Advanced Nurse Practitioner of the Year
for Air Combat Command.

Maj. Jack Kennedy, 7th Medical Group chief of health care integration, fills out a med-
ical report. Kennedy is the 2002 Outstanding Health Care Integrator of the Year for Air
Combat Command.
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By Senior Airman Lindsey Maurice
Dyess Public Affairs

The 7th Civil Engineer Squadron
rallied to defeat the combined 9th
and 13th Bomb Squadron in a best-
of-three intramural volleyball series
Monday.

7th CES won the first game, 25-7.
The Engineers dominated from the
opening serve, including three aces
from D.J. Dutton. Short one player,
the Bomber team struggled to keep
up with the dominating offensive
play of the Engineers’ starting line-
up, led by Katherine Lindler, Ryan
Bolen and Terry Zarazee. The
Bombers’ points were far and few,
gaining almost half of them from
missed Engineer serves.

However, the Bombers were able
to make a total turn-around in game
two, controlling the net from the
start.

With the score 7-5, the Bombers
quickly took their lead to the next
level with a seven-point run against
7th CES. The run included three
points from James Ashlock and one
from Chuck Bergeron.

The Engineers added two more
points off of missed Bomber serves,
before the combined 9th/13th set off
on another dominating seven-point
run. Bomber Brian Meredith hit a
hard spike for game-point, giving
his team a chance for victory and
setting the stage for the winner-
take-all game.

Game three started off at a differ-
ent pace, as the two teams went
point-for-point.

But, the Bombers’ hopes of victo-
ry were cut short mid-game, after
back-to-back strikes from Bolen. 7th
CES dominated the rest of the way
and kept the Bombers virtually
scoreless for the remainder of the
game.

In other intramural volleyball
action Monday:

The 7th Logistics Readiness
Squadron triumphed over the 7th
Mission Support Squadron in
the tiebreaker game 15-9 to win the
match.

7th MSS’ Chenae Davis, started
the match off right for the Mission
Supporters with an ace, but 7th

LRS’ Mark Heimdale answered
back with a hard spike to mid-court.
The teams continued to go point-for-
point until 7th MSS’ James
Schilling hit five consecutive aces.
The Mission Supporters reeled off
on another five-point run in the end
to capture the first-game victory, 25-
21.

7th LRS rebounded in the second
game. Byung Kang’s acrobatic dig
and Noel Arquisola’s thunderous
spike fueled a six-point 7th LRS
run. 7th LRS went on for two more
runs in the game, gaining points off
of missed serves and bad defensive
plays from the Mission Supporters,
and rolled to a convincing 25-16 vic-
tory.

7th LRS opened an 8-1 lead in the

final game, including four points off
of aces by Arquisola. While the
Mission Supporters gradually
gained points, the team was never
able to cut the deficit by more than
four points.

See Volleyball, Page 22

7th CES ‘engineers’ volleyball victory over Bombers

7th Civil Engineer Squadron’s John
Ford, right, tries to block combined
9th and 13th Bomb Squadron’s
Brian Meredith from scoring during
the final game of their best-in-
three-game intramural volleyball
set Monday. 

The 7th Civil Engineer Squadron shakes hands with the combined 9th
and 13th Bomb Squadron after their match Monday. The Engineers won
the match, winning the first game 25-7 and the last game 15-8. The
Bombers won the second game 25-11.

Photos by Airman Shawn Baldauf
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Scores and more
Editor’s note: All scores, standings
and schedules are courtesy of the
sports and fitness center and
Dyess Lanes.

Bowling
League standings
Dyess Juniors/Majors
(As of March 1)          Won         Lost 
Dancing Flamingos 50 26
Strikers 44 32
Liar Liar POF 40 36
Pin Heads 18 56

March 1 high scores
High scratch game -- Stacey Brin, 122
High scratch series -- Cory
Easterling, 334

Season’s high scores
High scratch game -- Ryan Starks,
206
High handicap game -- Cory
Easterling, 279
High scratch series -- Caleb
Ondrusek, 536
High handicap series -- Garrett
Hutchinson, 711
High scratch game (team) -- Strikers,
451
High scratch series (team) -- Pin
Heads, 1,202 pins
High handicap game (team) -- Liar
Liar POF, 621
High handicap series (team) --
Dancing Flamingos, 1,830

Dyess Preps
(As of March 1)         Won         Lost 
Girls Rock!! 62 14
Queen Bowlers 41 35
Dumb Luck 37 39
Three Musketeers 35 41
BladeBrakers 34 42
Team No. 5 19 57

March 1 high scores
High scratch game -- Sarah
Lombardo, 133
High handicap game -- James Jarvis,
181
High scratch series -- Christopher
Cabrera-Taylor, 342
High handicap series -- Samantha
Barker, 477
Season high scores
High scratch game -- Samantha
Barker, 158
High handicap game -- Tyler
Gillespie and Christopher Cabrera-
Taylor, 208.
High scratch series -- Dori
Armstrong, 399
High handicap series -- Christopher
Cabrera-Taylor, 554

American League
(As of Monday)       Won         Lost 
7th SVS #2 144 56
7th MOS 136 64
7th EMS 128 72
9th BS 108 92
7th LRS #1 101 99
7th MXS/9th BS 101 99
7th CMS 100 100
7th MXS/13th AMF 94 106
7th MDG 92 108
436th TS 89 111
7th SFS 77 123
LL’s Cool Jammers 76 124
7th CPTS 74 126
7th LRS #2 60 140

Monday’s high scores
High scratch game -- James
Templeton, 237; Cristal Arnold, 163
High handicap game -- Rick Huff, 274;
Radka Sherman, 248
High scratch series -- Steve
Burkholder, 608; Andrea Kenny, 416
High handicap series -- Wayne
Morgan, 740; Amie Stallcup, 680
Team scratch game -- 7th MOS, 865
pins
Team scratch series -- 7th LRS #1,
2,615 
Team handicap game -- 7th SFS, 1,155
Team handicap series -- 436th TS,
3,338

Season high scores
High scratch game -- Curtis Hayes,
289; Mark Kuhar, 270; Tom Murphy, 267;
Cristal Arnold, 204; Brandy Haefner,
172; Pam Aulerich, 171
High handicap game -- Chris Garcia,
322; Roger Burner, 307; Blake Keating,
307; Andrea Kenny, 289; Valerie
Ferreira, 280; Rosie Kuhar, 261
High scratch series -- Robert
Dickmeyer, 720; Matt Morris, 701; Troy
Gaudette, 668; Sarah Webb-Frost, 576;
Doy Brown, 486; Keri Varkony, 428
High handicap series -- Ben Sneed,
867; Don Cobb, 832; Lance Pigott, 822;
Jamie Widrig, 805; Michelle Huff, 743;
Radka Sherman, 709

National League
(As of March 19)       Won         Lost 
7th CES 130 78
7th SVS 124 84
7th CMS 122 86
7th SVS Command 116 92
Dilligaf Hooah 112 96
7th MSS 110 98
13th AMF 109 99
Giga Gutters 104 104
317th AMXS 99 109
Team 5 99 109
28th AMF 91 117
7th EMS 76 132
7th LRS #3 74 134
7th SFS 70 138
9th AMF 52 156

March 19 high scores
High scratch game -- Nathaniel
Allison, 257; Alan Makeroff, 256; Julie
Martin, 189
High handicap game -- Jim Haller,
316; Brandon Berry, 301; Martha Brooks,
242
High handicap series -- Walter
Bridges, 822; Terry Kraly Jr. 780; Janelle
Shifflet, 687; Nicohle Jones, 687
High scratch series -- Ken Armstrong,
661; David Paquin, 629; Stephanie Kraly,
550
Team scratch game -- Team 5, 934;
317th AMXS, 900
Team scratch series -- 7th MSS, 2,707
pins; Dilligaf Hooah, 2,655
Team handicap game -- Giga Cutters,
1,281; 7th SVS, 1,227
Team handicap series -- 7th CMS,
3,646; 13th AMF, 3,564

Dyess OSC League
(As of Feb. 26)        Won         Lost 
Crazy 8s 54 38
Kiss My Average 53.5 38.5
Lane Dames 51.5 40.5
Herky Girls 51 41
OddBalls 49.5 42.5
Gutter Girls 49.5 42.5
Gutter Wynches 47.5 44.5
Bowlin’ Mamas 43.5 48.5
Herk Hotties 43.5 48.5
Wishful Thinking 36.5 55.5
Clueless 36 56
Split Happens 36 52

Feb. 26 high scores
High scratch game -- Valerie Robinson,
201; Cristie Arnold, 199; Deb Plourde,
178
High handicap game -- Cristie Arnold,
247; Valerie Robinson, 244; Kris Green,
236
High scratch series -- Valerie
Robinson, 564; Cristie Arnold, 493; Deb
Plourde, 475
High handicap series -- Valerie
Robinson, 693; Cristie Arnold, 637; Deb
Plourde, 634

Season high scores
High scratch game -- Valerie Robinson,
223, Terry Johnston, 213, Cristie Arnold,
202.
High handicap game -- Victoria Peck,
272; Angela Thomas, 271; Anna Boyd,
266.
High scratch series -- Stephanie
Williams, 565; Jean Adamski, 525; Sheri
Chandler, 510.
High handicap series -- Rendy Cones,
713; Kris Green, 700; Terri Foote, 698

Friday Night Mixed Doubles
(As of March 21)        Won         Lost 
HMO 121 87
1/4 Bowlers 120 88

Misfits 120 88
We Don’t Care 119 89
Mixed Nuts 114 94
HNSB’s 110 98
Odd Couples 101 107
Lucky Dawgs 99 109
Are You Kidding? 97 111
Team No. 3 89 119
Team No. 2 83 125
Team 12 69 139

March 21 high scores
High scratch game -- Matthew
Morris, 235; Shorty Mims, 228;
Stephanie Kraly, 213; Pat Ervin, 205
High handicap game -- Jim Langan,
271; Stephanie Kraly, 259; Shorty
Mims, 258; Edwards Edwards, 253
High scratch series -- Matthew
Morris, 642; Shorty Mims, 635; Margret
McMillian, 581; Edwards Edwards, 566
High handicap series -- Jim Langan,
753; Shorty Mims, 725; Edwards
Edwards, 722; Sam Brown, 686
Season high scores
High scratch game -- Margret
McMillan, 299; Shorty Mims, 258;
Derek Moss, 254; Stephanie Kraly, 253
High handicap game -- Derek Moss,
307; Darren Crider, 306; Margret
McMillan, 312; Stephanie Kraly, 296
High scratch series -- Margret
McMillian, 733; Don Cobb, 684; Derek
Moss, 652; Joy Kahn, 639
High handicap series -- Derek Moss,
811; Don Cobb, 795; Margret McMillan,
772; Judi Roberts, 767

Racquetball
Intramural League
(As of March 19) Points
7th CES 22
7th MDG 17
7th MOS 17
7th EMS 14
7th CS 13
317th AMXS 12
7th OSS 6
7th SFS 5
7th AMXS 4
7th LRS 0

March 20 results
7th CS beat 317th AMXS, 2 games to 1
7th AMXS beat 7th SFS, 2 games to 0

March 21 results
7th EMS beat 7th LRS, 3 games to 0

Wednesday’s result
7th AMXS beat 7th CES, 2 games to 1

Volleyball
Intramural standings

American League
(As of March 17)        Won         Lost 

317th AMXS 2 0
7th CS 2 0
7th CES 1 1
9th BS/13th BS 1 1
7th LRS 1 1
7th MDG 0 2
7th MSS 0 2
28th BS 0 2
Editor’s Note: Standings do not include
March 19 results, which were unavail-
able at press time.

March 19 results
Scores not available at press time

Monday’s results
7th CES 25, 9th BS/13th BS 7
9th BS/13th BS 25, 7th CES 11
7th CES 15, 9th BS/13th BS 8

7th MSS 25, 7th LRS 21
7th LRS 25, 7th MSS 16
7th LRS 15, 7th MSS 9

7th CS 25, 7th MDG 20
7th CS 25, 7th MDG 14
317th AMXS 25, 28th BS 22
317th AMXS 25, 28th BS 12

Monday’s matches
317th AMXS vs. 7th MSS, 5:30 p.m.
9th BS/13th BS vs. 7th LRS, 6:30 p.m.
7th CS vs. 7th CES, 7:30 p.m.
28th BS vs. 7th MDG, 8:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s matches
28th BS vs. 9th BS/13th BS, 5:30 p.m.
7th CES vs. 7th LRS, 6:30 p.m.
7th CS vs. 317th AMXS, 7:30 p.m.
7th MSS vs. 7th MDG, 8:30 p.m.

National League
(As of March 17)        Won         Lost 
7th SFS 0 0
317th MXS 0 0
7th SVS 0 0
7th MOS 0 0
7th MUNS 0 0
7th AMXS 0 0
7th EMS 0 0
Army 0 0

March 18 results
Scores not available at press time

March 20 results
Scores not available at press time

Tuesday’s matches
7th SFS vs. 7th AMXS, 5:30 p.m.
7th MUNS vs. 7th SVS, 6:30 p.m.
7th EMS vs. 317th MXS, 7:30 p.m.
7th MOS vs. Army, 8:30 p.m.

Thursday’s matches
7th MUNS vs. 7th MOS, 5:30 p.m.
317th MXS vs. 7th SFS, 6:30 p.m.
7th EMS vs. Army, 7:30 p.m.
7th AMXS vs. 7th SFS, 8:30 p.m.

Golf tournament
The Mesquite Grove Golf

Course holds its Third
Annual Spring Golf Scram-
ble Saturday.

The shotgun start begins
at 9 a.m.

The cost is $27, which
includes cart and green fees.

For more information, call
6-4384.

Fields off limits
Intramural softball and

soccer players are reminded
not to practice on the play-
ing fields on 3rd Avenue
until the beginning of the
respective intramural sea-
sons.

Only the varsity softball
team may use the softball
diamonds at this time.

For more information, call
the sports and fitness center
at 6-4306.

Officials needed
The sports and fitness

center is looking for
umpires and scorekeepers
for the up-coming intramu-
ral softball season.

No experience is neces-

sary and training will be
provided if needed.

The opportunity is avail-
able to active-duty military
members as well as family
members.

For more information,
call Master Sgt. Greg
Woodrum at 6-2764 or the
base fitness center at
6-4306.

Korean martial arts
Kuk-Sool Won classes are

from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
Mondays and Wednesdays
at the health and wellness
center. The cost is $35 a
month with a discounted
rate for additional members.

For more information, call
Arthur Jefferson at
795-2373 or 829-0838.
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Volleyball
Continued from Page 20

The 7th Communica-
tions Squadron swept the
7th Medical Group 25-20,
25-14.

Game one stayed close,
with the Communicators
never leading by more than
five points. Chuck Mitchell
led the Communicators with
six points, including three
spikes and two aces.
Reynaldo Garza followed
with three points off of
spikes. Christy McMilian
rejected Garza’s fourth spike
attempt with a dig. Aswin
Chand led the Medics in
scoring with four points.

Both teams stayed close in
game two with most points

coming off of opposition play.
Clinging to an 11-8 lead, CS
gained momentum with an
eight-point run that the
Medics couldn’t recover
from. Communica-tor Paul
Schwartz, scored two points
on the run, including one
which came off of a block
from a hard Medic spike-
attempt. Chris-tine Wood’s
ace capped off the
Communicators’ victory.

The 317th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron
defeated the 28th Bomb
Squadron, 25-22 and 25-12.

The Maintainers took an
early advantage, with Mario
Torres and Rodney Brown,
racking up points. But, the
Bombers took the lead mid-
way through the game fol-
lowing three aces by Lonnie

Lingafelter and two points
from John Shinoskie as the
Maintainers struggled to
keep the ball on the court.
But, after a quick timeout
late in the game, the
Maintainers were able to get
back on track and rally for
an eight-point run to win the
game.

In game two, with the
score tied 6-6, the
Maintainers were able to go
on the biggest run of the
night, with 12 unanswered
points. Mike Fields dominat-
ed play with three hard
spikes and one tough block
for a point. Due to lack of ball
control on the bomber side of
the court, the 9th/13th were
unable to stop the maintain-
ers run. Byong Chang iced
the game with an ace.
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