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COLONEL JEFFREY K. BEENE

Colonel Jeffrey K. Beene is Commander, 7th Operations Group, Dyess Air Force Base, Texas, where he serves as second in command of the group responsible for the Air Force’s B-1 formal training unit, two operational B-1 squadrons, an operations support squadron, and one training squadron. 

Colonel Beene entered the Air Force in 1982 upon graduation from the United States Air Force Academy with military honors.  He was as a B-52H copilot in the 23rd Bombardment squadron, Minot AFB, North Dakota. In 1985 his crew earned the Best B-52 Crew Trophy during the Strategic Air Command  (SAC) Bombing and Navigation Competition.  In 1986 his crew was named the best overall aircrew in SAC with receipt of the General Curtis E. LeMay Award.  He reported to Dyess Air Force Base, Texas to transition to the B-1.  He was assigned as an initial cadre copilot in the first operational B-1 squadron, the 337th Bombardment Squadron.  His crew was awarded the Mackay Trophy for the Air Force meritorious flight of the year for safely landing their B-1 with the nose landing gear retracted.  His next assignment was to the United States Air Force Academy, Colorado where served as an instructor in the Professional Military Studies Division. He later served as Air Officer Commanding of Cadet Squadron Nine. He returned to the B-1 at Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota.  There he served in various positions in the 77th and 37th Bomb Squadrons and as 28th Bomb Wing Chief of Safety. From June 2000 to May 2002, Colonel Beene commanded the 608th Combat Plans Squadron, Headquarters 8th Air Force, Barksdale AFB, LA, where he led a cadre of air & space power experts responsible for the all phases of 8th Air Force crisis and exercise planning, including the Strategy and Plans Divisions of the Air Operations Center. He then reported to the Air Staff at the Pentagon where he served as an Action Officer in the Combat Forces Division and as a Branch Chief and Deputy Division Chief in the CHECKMATE Division.

EDUCATION:

1982
Bachelor of Science, Management, U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo.
1985
Lieutenants' Professional Development Course, Seminar

1985
Squadron Officers School, Correspondence

1988
Squadron Officers School, Maxwell Air Force Base Ala.
1988
U.S. Marine Corps Amphibious Warfare School, Correspondence

1988
Master of Science, Management, Abilene Christian University, Abilene, Texas

1993
Air Command and Staff College, Seminar

1994
Master of Arts, National Security and Strategic Studies, U.S. Naval War College, 

Newport, R.I.
1999 Air War College, Correspondence

2000 National Defense Fellowship, The Atlantic Council of the United States, Washington D.C.

ASSIGNMENTS:

1.     1982-1983, student, Undergraduate Pilot Training, Reese AFB, Texas

2.     1983, B-52 student copilot, 4017th Combat Crew Training Squadron, Castle AFB, Calif.
3.     1984-1986, B-52H copilot, 23rd Bomb Squadron, Minot AFB, N.D.
4.     1986, B-1B student copilot, 4018th Combat Crew Training Squadron, Dyess AFB, Texas

5.     1986-1991, B-1B copilot; aircraft commander; instructor pilot; chief, Training Flight, 337th 

        Bomb Squadron, Dyess AFB, Texas

6.     1991-1993, instructor, Professional Military Studies; Commander, Cadet Squadron Nine, 

        U.S. Air Force Academy, Colo.
7.     1993-1994, student, College of Command and Staff, U.S. Naval War College, Newport, R.I.
8.     1994-1996, B-1B instructor pilot; Assistant Operations Officer; Operations Officer, 77th 

        Bomb Squadron; Chief of Safety, 28th Bomb Wing; Assistant Operations Officer, 37th Bomb Squadron,     

        Ellsworth AFB, S.D.
9.     1996, action officer, Combat Forces Division, Directorate of Forces, Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans and   

        Operations, Headquarters, U.S. Air Force, Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

10.   1997-1999, action officer; Branch Chief; Deputy Division Chief, CHECKMATE Division, Directorate of  

        Operations and Training, Deputy Chief of Staff, Air and Space Operations, Headquarters, U.S. Air Force,  

        Pentagon, Washington, D.C.

11.   1999-2000, National Defense Fellow, In-Resident Senior Service School student, The Atlantic Council of the  

        United States, Washington, D.C.

12.   2000-2002, Commander, 608th Combat Plans Squadron, Barksdale AFB, La.
13.   2000-2003, Deputy Commander, 7th Operations Group, Dyess AFB, Texas

14.   2003-Present, Commander, 7th Operations Group, Dyess AFB, Texas
FLIGHT INFORMATION:

Rating:  Command Pilot

Flight hours: More than 3,100

Aircraft flown: B-1B, B-52G/H, T-37, T-38, UV-18B

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS:

Meritorious Service Medal with four oak leaf clusters

Air Medal

Air Force Commendation Medal

Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

Outstanding Second Lieutenant, Undergraduate Pilot Training, 1983

Distinguished Graduate, B-52 Combat Crew Training School, 1983

Best B-52 Crew, Strategic Air Command Bombing and Navigation Competition, 1985

15th Air Force Bombardment Crew of the Year Award, 1985

General Curtis E. LeMay Strategic Aircrew Award, 1986

Distinguished Graduate, Squadron Officers School, 1988

96th Bomb Wing Company Grade Officer of the Year, 1989

Mackay Trophy for U.S. Air Force Meritorious Flight of the Year, 1989

Outstanding Graduate of B-1B Central Flight Instructor Course, 1990

Outstanding First Group Air Officer Commanding (AOC) and General O'Malley Outstanding U.S. Air Force Academy AOC Award nominee, 1993

EFFECTIVE DATES OF RANK:

Second Lieutenant 


Jun. 2, 1982

First Lieutenant 



Jun. 2, 1984

Captain




Jun. 2, 1986


Major




May 1, 1993

Lieutenant Colonel 


Jan. 1, 1998

Colonel




May 1,  2003
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